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the 

CON  D  U  C  T 

OF  THE 

Earl  of  L  O  U  D  O  N. 

A  Writer j  not  long  fince,  dropped 
fome  ambiguous  words,  which  might 
be  underflood  to  reflect  upon  lord 
Loudon  5  and  the  whole  nation  was  alarm¬ 
ed  :  it  was  an  infult  upon  the  wifeft  mea- 
fuics  j  and  an  abufe  of  one  of  the  firft  of 
men.  Power  in  a  little  time  changed  hands ; 
and  the  peoples  voice  changed  with  it :  fluc¬ 
tuating  and  weak  as  water ;  and  driven,  like 
that,  any  way,  by  the  leafl  breath  of  artful 
men.  Nothing  was  now  expeded,  where 
all  before  feemed  certain  of  luccefs  and 
wagers  were  offered  by  thofe  who  affeded 
to  be  in  the  fecrets  of  government;  that  the 

ref!  of  the  world  might  form  the  defigned 
opinions. 


The 


The  meafures  were  fill  the  fame  ;  and  the 
man  the  fame  who  was  to  conduct  them  : 
and  if  he  had  not  deferved  the  firft  extrava¬ 
gant  applaufe,  far  lefs  did  he  merit  the  new 
obloquy.  The  defign  was  as  likely  to  fuc- 
ceed  under  one  adminiflration  as  another, 
for  the.  force  to  execute  it  was  unaltered  ; 
and  neither  the  old  nor  new  miniflry  had 
any  fhare  in  its  contrivance.  The  plan  was 
his  alone  who  fcood  entrufed  with  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  it ;  and  there  neither  was  nor  is 
any  caufe  to  doubt,  but  he  would  have  pur- 
fued  the  true  path  to  its  fuccefs. 

He  is  now  returned  :  and  in  the  place 
of  that  glory  which  he  would  probably 
have  gained ;  he  lias  the  unfair  reprel'en- 
tations  of  interefed  men  to  combat ;  and 
hears  his  conduct  arraigned  by  thofe  who 
have  as  little  knowledge  of  the  circumf  ances, 
as  of  the  nature  of  the  fervice. 

This  his  lordihip  has  pafied  hitherto,  and 
I  fuppofe  will  continue  to  pafs  over,  unre¬ 
garded.  The  good  and  great  are  above  the 
notice  of  popular  clamour :  but  what  them- 
felves  defpife,  others  often  feel  for  them.  I 
think  the  earl  of  Loudon  would  be  as  much 
above  anfwering  fuch  accufations,  as  defer- 
ving  them :  but  they  afe  fo  eafily  refuted, 
that  it  were  much  to  be  regretted  if  none 
fhould  do  it. 


The 
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The  general  opinion  of  thefe  perfons  Isa 
(at  leaft  it  is  their  general  exclamation)  that 
his  lord  (hip  did  not  fufficiently  pufh  the  fer- 
vice ;  and  that  Louifbourg  might  have  been 
taken  with  the  force  under  his  command. 
They  are  bold  enough  alfo  to  urge  the  meafures 
of  government  in  changing  the  command, 
as  a  circumftance  of  proof  for  their  affertion. 

It  little  becomes  fuch  perfons  to  judge  of 
the  refolutions  of  a  miniflry,  which  it  is 
impoffible  they  fhould  underftand  5  and  it 
would  be  as  improper  for  me  to  queftion 
their  propriety,  who  am  as  far  from  any 
knowledge  of  their  motives :  but  it  will  be 
eafy  to  fhew,  this  nobleman  deferved  no  cen- 
fure ;  and  it  mull  then  be  indifferent  from 
whom  it  comes. 

If  it  fhall  appear  by  the  following  fair  de¬ 
tail  of  circumstances,  that  the  earl  of  Lou¬ 
don  laid  a  plan  of  operations,  equally  for 
the  glory  and  intereft  of  his  country  ;  that 
this  defign  received  the  fandtion  of  the  go-< 
vernment ;  and  himfelf,  its  author,  had  the 
honour  of  the  command  ;  that  the  mea¬ 
fures  by  which  he  purfued  this  purpofe  were 
conformable  to  reafon,  and  the  nature  of  the 
fervice  ;  and  that  they  were  approved  by 
thofe  mod  immediately  concerned  ;  that  the 
expedition  was  pufhed  with  all  poffible  vi¬ 
gour  by  his  lordfhip ;  and  was  rendered  im¬ 
practicable  by  accidents  in  which  he  had  no 
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concern  ;  we  have  reafon  to  hope  the  candid 
and  honeft  will  continue  to  pay  that  regard  to 
his  lordihip’s  great  qualities,  with  which  they 
received  the  notice  of  his  being  appointed  to 
command  in  that  enterprize. 

This  we  lhall  attempt  to  fhew,  by  a  plain 
recital  of  fadts ;  which  will  be  related,  we 
hope  with  accuracy  ;  at  lead  with  impar¬ 
tiality  :  for  we  have  no  view  but  truth; 
This  has  been  hitherto  obfcured  by  artifices, 
or  defaced  by  rancour,  but  it  is  not  difficult 
to  clear  off  thofe  llains,  and  prelent  the  fair 
relation  to  the  world.  It  has  not  yet 
been  done,  and  indeed,  according  to  the 
circumftances,  could  not  eafily  ;  for  we  have 
depended  in  England  upon  the  reprefen- 
tations  of  things  from  thofe  on  the  fpot, 
who,  though  they  knew  the  truth,  were 

partial. 

•  The  people  of  New  York  hated  lord  Lou¬ 
don  for  two  things  ;  his  quartering  the  troops 
upon  them,  and  the  embargo  on  their  Ihips : 
and  power  changed  hands  in  England.  The 
enterprize  mifcarried,  as  half  the  enterprizes 
in  the  world  have  done,  from  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  things,  not  from  any  fault  in 
the  commanders :  and  though  we  luffer,  no 
one  is  to  blame.  This  is  the  general  date 
of  the  cafe;  and  this  will  appear  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fadts. 


We 
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We  fhall  take  in  the  whole  time  from  the 
.firft  plan  of  the  enterprize,to  the  return  of  the 
troops ;  and  we  have  neither  defire  nor  power 
to  mifreprefent  them.  They  have  been  laid 
before  the  publick  as  they  occurred,  and  oc- 
cafionally,  in  large  recitals  :  and  we  may  ap¬ 
ply  to  every  account  that  has  been  publifhed 
from  the  articles  of  news-papers,  to  the  lyf- 
tems  of  the  temporary  politicians,  that  they 
are  as  here  reprefented,  and  that  they  never 
have  been  reprefented  otherwile  fhefe  be¬ 
ing  allowed,  the  reafonings  cannot  be  con¬ 
tradicted,  for  they  flow  from  no  other  fourcej 
and  we  flatter  ourfelves  the  impartial  publick 
(to  whofe  judgment  kings  appeal)  will  en¬ 
tertain  no  doubt  in  any  circumftance.  What 
is  here  offered  is  the  plain  and  uninfluenced 
voice  of  reafon :  if  his  lordfhip  had  been 
confulted,  doubtlefs  it  would  have  been  bet¬ 
ter  ;  but  it  is  thus  difinterefted ;  and  I  believe 
no  one  will  have  fo  much  caufe  as  himfelf 
to  be  diflatisfied. 

The  ftory  will  ftand  as  an  example  of  the 
vanity  of  the 

i 

Arbitrium  pGpularis  aurcc. 

And  if  the  reader  wifhes  to  fee  another,  let 
him  remember  the  poor  good  old  lord 
Blakeney.  The  vehemence  of  applaufe,  and 
the  fudden  and  unmerited  turn  from  it  to 
penfure  or  neglect,  are  miftrable  inftances  of 
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the  unfteadinefs  of  the  human  mind ;  an  d 
while  they  teach  us  caution,  they  lhould  be 
alio  leflbns  of  humility. 

Toward  the  latter  end  of  the  year  before 
laft,  the  earl  of  Loudon  laid  before  the  mi- 
niftry  his  fenfe  of  the  fbte  of  the  war.  The 
importance  of  North  America  needed  not  to 
be  iniifted  on  ;  it  was  too  obvious  for  argu¬ 
ment  :  the  little  fucctfs  of  our  forces  there, 
he  ftie wed,  was  owing  to  their  having  un¬ 
dertaken  little ;  and  it  was  propofed  to  at¬ 
tempt  Cape  Breton,  and  thence  all  Canada. 
The  enterprize  was  great,  and  it  was  there¬ 
fore  fit  for  Britons.  The  thought  was  wor¬ 
thy  of  a  heroe ;  and  with  the  proportion, 
this  nobleman  laid  down  the  means  and 
meafures  for  its  execution  :  vaft  as  it  appear¬ 
ed,  he  fhewed  it  was  practicable  ;  and  we 
have  no  reafon  to  doubt  but  that  he  would 
have  proved  it  fo  in  the  execution.  Perhaps 
we  fhall  ftill  fee  it  done  with  the  fame  forces, 
and  upon  the  fame  plan  :  and  I  think  I  may 
venture  to  fay,  that  in  this  cafe  no  man  will 
be  more  rejoiced  at  his  country’s  fuccefs 
than  lord  Loudon,  or  more  indifferent  whe¬ 
ther  it  were  brought  about  by  himfelf  or  by 
another. 

When  this  nobleman  propofed  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  an  enterprize  againft  thefe  places, 
he  delivered  in  an  account  of  the  force 
which  might  be  required  for  its  execution  ; 

and 


and  the  greated-  perfons  in  the  kingdom,  after 
a  mature  confideration,  did  equal  honour  to 
his  lordihip’s  head  and  heart,  by  approving 
not  the  purpofe  only,  but  the  plan  of  ope¬ 
rations  ;  and  by  committing  to  his  care  the 
condudt  of  the  expedition.  Lord  Loudon 
received  the  approbation  of  his  fcheme  with 
the  fame  coolnefs  wherewith  he  had  laid  it ; 
and,  with  an  undifturbed  mind,  planned  the 
neceffary  meafures,  not  of  fuccefs  alone  in 
the  enterprize,  but  of  fafety  in  the  colonies 
which  might  be  expofed  by  it. 

Three  points  demanded  great  confidera¬ 
tion.  The  preventing  the  enemy  from  re¬ 
ceiving  intelligence  of  his  deligns ;  the  pro¬ 
viding  an  uninterrupted  trantportation  for 
the  troops ;  and  the  fecuring  the  frontiers 
of  the  feveral  colonies,  mod:  expofed  to  be 
attacked  by  the  enemy,  while  the  main 
force  was  adting  effedtually  on  the  great 
fcheme. 

Thefe  are  the  requifites  to  a  rational 
undertaking  of  fuch  importance,  and  with¬ 
out  thefe  fuccefs  would  either  be  impof- 
fible ;  or  the  confequences  worfe  than  its 
failure. 

For  thefe  lord  Loudon  provided  by  a 
timely  care,  and  by  fuch  meafures  as  ap¬ 
peared  to  him  the  mod:  eafy  and  ef- 
fedtual. 
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tilings  at  home  continued  in  the 
ftate^wheiein  he  left  them,  thefe  meafures 
vvrouid  have  been  applauded,  as  they  cer¬ 
tainly  appear  to  have  delerved  $  and  every 
one  ci  them  would  have  been  a  new  ar¬ 
ticle  in  his  praife:  but  men  judged  diffe¬ 
rently  by  the  time  the  accounts  arrived:  and 
the  mob  who  had  before  applauded  not  with¬ 
out  reafon,  though  without  knowledge,  were 
now  taught  to  cenfure  and  condemn  equally 

without  either  •  and  they  who  knew  a  little 
againft  both. 

Men  who  were  at  this  vaft  difiance  were 
to  judge  of  operations,  without  knowing 
upon  what  circumllances  he  who  was  on 
the  fpot  found  them  necefiary  ;  and  they 
who  were  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  com~ 
mand,  were  to  determine  concerning  the 
meafures  of  the  war.  The  politician  of  a 
coffee-houfe  was  to  fit  in  judgement  upon  his 
defigns,  whom  the  government  had  under¬ 
wood  to  be  perfe&ly  capable  of  the  fer- 
vice  ;  and  it  may  be  faid  with  that  freedom 
which  becomes  the  truth,  ignorance  was  not 
his  moft  dangerous  enemy.  Men  were 
taught  to  fay  what  thofe  who  influenced 
them  knew  to  be  falfej  and  the  reputation 
of  the  commander  was  to  be  facnficed,  while 
he  was  punuing  a  defign  approved  by  his 
country,  by  thofe  very  meafures  which  he 
had  laid  down  for  its  execution. 

I  fhall 
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I  fhall  not  anticipate  by  entering  into  par¬ 
ticulars  what  may  be  necelTary  on  a  more 
important  occafion ;  but  I  fhall  add,  there 
are  lome  who  will  blufh  to  read  this  j  and 
perhaps  fear  what  may  follow. 

As  to  the  popular  opinion,  no  man  de- 
fpifes  that,  except  he  who  knows  he  does  'not 
deferve  it ;  but  I  may  add,  I  think,  with 
truth,  that  this  commander,  though  per¬ 
haps  he  has  felt  with  as  much  warmth  of 
gratitude  as  any  man  the  applaufes  of  his 
country,  yet  would  difclaim  •  them  upon 
the  conditions  on  which  lome  have  tried 
to  gain  them. 

The  meafures  by  which  this  general  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  execution  of  •  his  enterprize, 
and  the  defence  of  the  colonies,  though 
they  be  now  controverted,  were  once  ap¬ 
proved  :  they  ftill  are  what  they  were,  and 
it  feems  plain  to  reafon  they  would  have  been 
approved  ftill,  if  any  other  man  had  follow¬ 
ed  them.  He  was  in  a  command  that  au¬ 
thorized  his  taking  thefe  fteps ;  and  he  was 
upon  the  fpot  to  know,  though  we  are 
not,  that  they  were  necelTary.  This  will 
appear  hereafter  j  and  it  is  juft  it  Ihould 
be  believed  now,  unlefs  Tome  reafonable 

caufe  be  Ihewn  to  doubt  it. 

* 

In  the  colonies,  the  governors  whom  his 
lordfhip  aftembled  on  that  occafion,  entered 
into  all  his  reafons,  approved  all  his  propo- 

fitions. 
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fifions,  and,  like  the  government  at  home, 
adopted  all  his  meafures ;  and  by  their  ready 
concurrence  did  him  peculiar  honour. 

They  were  pleafed  to  think  he  under- 
flood  the  Hate  of  their  refpedtive  govern¬ 
ments  better  than  they  did  themfelves  ;  and 
while  they  acknowledged  the  wifdom  of 
placing  them  only  on  the  defen  five,  they 
were  at  once  furprized  at  the  eafy  means 
by  which  he  propofed  to  effedt  it ;  and  per¬ 
fectly  convinced  that  thofe  means  were  luffi- 
cient. 


When  in  purfuance  of  his  lordfhip’s  plan, 
the  number  of  troops  to  be  fupplied  by  each 
colony  was  fettled,  and  the  places  of  cheir 
deftination  were  appointed,  according  to  the 
well  laid  and  well  underftood  plan  of  ge¬ 
neral  defence  ;  this  part  of  the  preparation 
was  accompli  tiled  :  and  the  refpedt  the  feve- 
ral  governors  paid  to  the  commander,  and  the 
unanimity  they  fihewed  among  one  another, 
gave  every  polTible  profpedt  of  tranquillity. 

Thus  far  the  enemies  of  lord  Loudon 
(but  1  recall  the  term,  he  can  have  none) 
let  me  be  permitted  to  call  them  the  blind 
and  mifguided  creatures  of  thofe  who  wifh 
him  ill,  mull  acknowledge  every  thing  was 
condudled  well. 

The  two  remaining  articles,  the  effectual 
conveyance  of  the  forces,  and  the  preferving 
iccrecy  in  regard  to  the  enemy,  were  to  be 
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provided  for,  one  way  and  only  one  :  this 
was  by  laying  an  embargo  on  the  outward- 
bound  vefi'els.  Either  of  thefe  occafions 
would  have  juftified  that  meafure  in  the  eye 
of  reafon,  but  both  concurred  to  demand 
it.  This  expedient  anfwered  both  purpofes, 
and  no  other  meafure  could  have  anfwered 
either. 

I  know  this  embargo  has  been  an  occafion 
of  much  complaint  at  home,  for  fome  caufe  of 
diflatisfaction  muft  be  affigned  ;  and  this  was 
bed,  for  it  was  popular.  Far  be  it  from  thole 
who  intereft  themfelves  in  lord  Loudon’s  caufe 
to  endeavour  to  deny,  to  extenuate,  or  even  fo 
excufe  this  proceeding.  If  there  be  blame 
laid  on  it,  what  is  the  caufe?  was  it  not  necef- 
fary  to  the  fervice  ?  none  would  diipute  it, 
that  would  be  too  hardy  :  it  would  betray  an 
ignorance  no  man  would  charge  upon  him- 
felf.  Had  he  not  a  right  and  juft  authority 
to  do  it  ?  there  is  no  queftion  but  he  had. 
His  orders  were  abfolute :  he  was  fuppofed 
to  underftand  the  fervice ;  he  was  confidered 
as  a  brave  and  an  honeft  man :  and  he  will 
be  confidered  as  fuch  a  one  when  even  the  de- 
teftation  fhall  ceafe,  which  will  long  purfue 
their  memories  who  now  affedt  to  think 
him  otherwife. 

It  muft  be  owned  that  the  laying  an  embargo 
on  the  outward  bound  veflels  was  a  neceflary 
meafure,  and  that  lord  Loudon  had  juft  au¬ 
thority 
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thority  to  do  it.  Of  what  then  is  it  that 
men  would  complain  !  Is  there  any  one  will 
fay  a  commander  is  to  blame,  who  does  a 
neeefiary  adtion  by  his  proper  power  ?  there 
is  none  fo  abfurd !  Let  them  on  the  other 
hand  fay,  whether  they  would  not  have 
blamed  him  if  he  had*  omitted  it  ?  They 
would  have  had  juft  reafon. 

1  his  embargo  was  attended  with  many 
inconveniencies  to  private  perfons :  it  is  al¬ 
lowed  i  but  it  could  not  be  avoided.  Pub- 
lick  meafures  of  the  moft  ufeful  kind  often 
are  fo,  and  when  the  people’s  voice  is  left  to 
its  free  courfe,  the  neccflity  is  feen,  and  there 
is  no  complaint. 

None  will  dilpute  the  neceffity  of  it  in  this 
inftance.  It  is  impoftible.  At  the  fame  time 
it  muft  be  owned,  it  was  attended  with  parti¬ 
cular  inconveniencies.  England  was  in  want 
of  corn ;  at  leaft  the  publick  by  bad  men 
were  made  to  think  fo ;  and  to  fuffer  as 
much  as  if  the  fcarcity  was  real  :  there  was 
corn  in  the  colonies  that  could  be  fpared  ; 
and  the  embargo  prevented  for  the  time  its 
exportation.  The  circumftances  are  certain. 
But  did  lord  Loudon  create  thefe  circum¬ 
ftances  ?  was  he  the  author  of  our  imaginary 
famine,  or  in  the  plan  of  his  enterprize  could 
he  forefee  it  ? 

It  is  allowed  thofe  perfons  in  the  co¬ 
lonies  who  had  fhipped  corn  for  England  loft 

an 
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an  advantage  :  but  it  was  a  lofs  that  could 
not  be  avoided  :  and  if  thofe  who  have  been 
loudeft  in  complaints  would  make  out  a  fair 
lift  of  the  fufferers,  the  quantity  (hipped,  and 
the  time  delay’d,  it  would  be  found  that  very 
little  occafions,  when  it  is  thought  conveni¬ 
ent,  can  raife  great  clamours.  This  is  the 
fair  way  of  ftating  the  account :  it  is  very 
olain  why  they  will  not  be  brought  to  do  it ; 
but  if  we  hear  more  oi  it,  ’tis  not  impofilble 
that  we  may  do  it  for  them. 

In  plain  truth  the  inconvenience  was  much 
lefs  than  has  been  pretended ;  and  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  meafure  greater  than  can  be  well 
imagined.  The  candid  reader  fees  the  fair 
ftate'of  the  cafe ;  and  he  will  perhaps  fay  for 
himfelf,  what,  after  the  meafures  that  have 
been  taken,  it  would  be  indecent  for  me  to 
fay  to  him. 

The  government  has,  in  confequence  of  the 
clamours  on  this  fubjedt,  taken  from  com¬ 
manders,  for  the  future,  the  power  of  extend¬ 
ing  an  embargo  to  flips  deftined  hither  from 
the  colonies.  1  flia'd  not  take  upon  me  to 
judge  whether  this  (Up  be  wife,  or  what  were 
its  immediate  motives ;  for  I  think  greatly  of 
their  integrity  and  wifdom  who  now  have 
power :  but  if  it  be  thought  by  any  that  this 
new  regulation  rededs  difgrace  upon  lord 
Loudon,  they  may  be  told  that  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  taking  away  this  power  for  the 
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future,  acknowledges  he  had  it  juflly  when 
he  exerted  it ;  and  the  neceffity  of  the  fer- 
vice  was  really  enough  to  have  anfwered 
much  greater  private  difadvantages. 

Men,  whole  own  hearts  had  taught  them 
to  feek  bad  motives  for  the  conduit  of 
others,  laboured  to  attribute  this  embargo  to 
a  different  caufe  :  and  there  were  not  wanting 
iome  weak  enough  to  imagine,  or  wicked 
enough  to  pretend  they  imagined  there,  that 
this  Itep  was  taken  to  favour  the  bargains  of 
thofe  who  were  to  provide  for  the  forces  : 
nor  did  we  want  here  men  who  were  impo- 
litick  enough,  I  had  like  to  have  faid  abfurd 
enough,  to  adopt  the  opinion. 

I  limit  not  enlarge  here  upon  the  private 
character  of  lord  Loudon ;  but  they  mull- 
have  known  very  little  of  it,  who  could  fup- 
pofe  him  capable  of  being  influenced  by  fuch 
motives ;  and  they  mull  have  furely  llrange 
heads  as  well  as  moll  abandoned  hearts,  who 
when  the  nature  of  the  publick  fervice  fo 
plainly  and  fo  needfully  required  this  mea- 
fure,  could  attribute  it  to  private  views  and 
perfonal  interell. 

Thofe  who  were  upon  the  fpot  can  ac¬ 
quaint  the  incredulous,  that  it  was  not  till 
late  in  the  clamour,  that  this  accufation  was 
ftarted.  The  lirll  complaints  were  of  the 
hardlhips  of  the  meafure  ;  the  unhappy  Hate 
of  private  men  who  mull  be  opprelfed  to 
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ferve  the  publick ;  and  the  neceffities  of  Eng¬ 
land.  Thefe  were  the  firft  expoftulations ; 
but  when  lord  Loudon  fleadily  oppofed  the 
publick  caufe  to  thefe  private  hardihips ;  and 
though  he  was  concerned  to  fee  them,  would 
not  endanger  the  general  fervice  to  remove 
them ;  then  it  was  that  private  purpofes 
were  pretended ;  then  malice  taught  the  fuf- 
ferers  to  invent  caufes,  which  themfelves  did 
not  believe  j  and  thefe  were  added  to  the 
former  clamours. 

Lord  Loudon,  in  the  confcioufnefs  of  his 
own  innocence,  flemmed  this  torrent  of  ca¬ 
lumny  there ;  but  probably  he  did  not  ima¬ 
gine  it  ever  could  be  received  in  England. 

If  it  be  a  crime  to  prefer  the  publick  fer¬ 
vice  to  the  conveniencies  of  a  few  private  per- 
fons,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  lord  Loudon 
has  been  guilty.  If  the  care  of  thofe  forces, 
which  are  expedted  to  perform  the  greateft 
exploits,  be  criminal  in  their  commander,  this 
nobleman  is  without  excufe.  He  had  before 
this  great  affair  of  the  embargo,  incurred  the 
ill  will  of  feme  individuals  on  this  account: 
and  it  rauft  be  owned,  that  he  feems  on  that 
firft  occafion  to  have  confidered  the  foldiery 
not  only  as  valuable  members  of  a  ftate,  but 
as  human  creatures.  Thefe  are  his  crimes  : 
for  he  is  not  accufed  of  others,  except  by  per- 
fons  who  are  too  low  for  anfwering ;  and  to 
all  thefe  I  believe  he  will  plead  guilty.  Eng¬ 
land 
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land  had  refilled  to  give  quarters  to  the  Hef- 
fians,  whom  flic  had  called  over  for  her  im¬ 
mediate  defence,  at  a  feafon  when  the  field 
prefented  only  death  to  them  :  and  New- 
York,  faithful  to  the  difgraceful  example  of 
the  mother  country,  would  have  expoled  to 
death  with  as  little  remorfe  the  troops  this 
government  fent  thither  for  her  protection  $ 
and  for  the  enterprife  defigned  by  this  com¬ 
mander. 

On  this  occafion,  if  reafon  be  allowed  to 
judge,  lord  Loudon’s  condudt  may  be  fet  as 
a  model  for  all  future  officers  in  the  like  cir- 
cumftance. 

The  troops  the  government  had  fent  in 
purfuance  of  the  plan,  arriv’d  after  the  word: 
hardfhips  of  a  winter’s  voyage  :  and  after  all 
their  bufferings,  they  had  the  fpirit  to  fay,  that 
they  complained  of  nothing,  fince  they  knew 
the  fervice  required  it. 

The  people,  though  they  had  been  fenfible 
enough  of  thefe  dangers,  and  though  they 
looked  upon  their  troops  as  defiined  for  their 
lading  fecurity,  yet  would  have  treated  them 
with  a  rigour  difgraceful,  even  if  fhewn  toward 
the  prifoners  of  an  enemy :  the  publick 
houfes  were  by  no  means  l'ufficient  for  their 
reception  ;  and  to  the  mofi;  mild  remondran- 
ces,  the  magidracy  anfwered,  with  as  little 
decency  as  feeling,  that  they  fhould  not  be 
admitted  into  private  ones.  The  commander 

knew 


"  ;v''- 


t  >7  ] 

knew  equally  bis  power,  and  the  hecefiity 
of  the  fervice  :  he  ordered  them  in  a  fair  and 
equal  diftribution  to  the  private  as  well  as 
publick  houfes.  The  magiftracy  infilled  on 
their  rights  and  privileges ;  to  which  lord. 
Loudon  oppofed  his  authority,  and  the  ne- 
eeflity  of  the  fervice.  They  were  outrageous, 
and  he  was  refolute.  He  always  fpoke  with 
great  refpedt  of  their  natural  and  political 
fights ;  but  he  would  not  facrifice  to  them 
the  lives  of  the  foldiers.  His  lordfhip  carried 
his  point ;  and  he  then  took  orders  for  the 
good  behaviour  of  the  foldiers.  In  this 
he  was  as  indefatigable,  as  he  had  been 
refolute  in  giving  them  quarters ;  and  it  will 
be  owned  at  New- York  for  ever,  in  fpite 
even  of  prejudice  itfelf,  that  the  foldiers  be¬ 
haved  with  fo  perfedf  regularity  and  decency, 
that  thofe  who  had  been  loudeft  in  the  op- 
pofition,  owned  afterwards  they  fuffered  no 
hardlhip. 

Let  us  now  fairly  review  thefe  two  capital 
incidents.  It  was  on  thefe  the  commander 
firft  loft  the  good  will  of  fome  people  in  the 
colonies ;  and  thefe  as  foon  as  they  found  en¬ 
couragement  from  England,  fpread  the  molt 
unjuft  afperfions. 

Lord  Loudon  had  the  honour  to  be  en- 
trufted  with  the  condudt  of  a  very  important 
enterprize ;  and  he  manifefted  a  due  care  and 
a  becoming  fpirit  in  providing  in  thefe  two 
inftances  for  the  prefervation  of  the  troops^ 
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and  for  preventing  that  common  fourcc 
of  difappointment  in  Englilh  enterprizes,  the 
intelligence  of  the  enemy.  In  each  of  thefe 
cafes  fome  private  perfons  fuffered  incon¬ 
veniences  :  and  there  are  mouths  in  which 
a  little  hard Ih ip  will  make  a  loud  complaint. 
It  is  enough  to  fay,  that  the  difadvantages  in 
each  cafe  were  the  lead;  that  could  be 
expected  j  and  that,  with  a  determined  care 
for  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprife,  all  poffible 
attention  was  fhewn  to  the  intereff  of  the 
people.  The  embargo  was  continued  no 
longer  than  the  neceffity  of  the  fervice 
required :  and  the  people  fuffered  nothing 
from  receiving  their  deliverers  into  their 
houfes.  Perhaps  they  faved  all  by  it.  .  The 
fchernes  and  purpofes  of  the  enemy  for  that 
year’s  campaign  are  now  known  ;  and  their 
difappointment  was  owing  folely  to  thefe  fuc- 
cours :  fo  that  it  is  not  too  much  to  fay. 
that  the  numbers  of  thefe  forces,  and  the 
determined  fpirit  of  the  commander  in  chief, 
which  the  French  alfo  knew,  faved  thefe  co¬ 
lonies  without  ffriking  a  blow.  If  they 
knew  what  it  is  for  a  country  to  be  the  ffat 
of  war,  they  will  at  length  underftand  what 
are  thole  fervices  of  a  force  which  deters  the 
enemy  from  attacking  them  :  and  they  will 
know,  what  thofe  who  are  fit  to  command 
armies  always  know,  that  much  more  fer¬ 
vice  may  in  fuch  cafes  be  done  by  keeping 
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the  forces  together,  than  even  by  the  gaining 
a  victory. 

Whether  or  not  this  has  been  the  cafe  in 
that  quarter  of  the  world,  let  thofe  fpeak  who 
have  been  upon  the  fpot  at  the  time : 
others  talk  as  they  are  influenced,  often 
wickedly  and  always  ignorantly.  It  is  pro¬ 
bable,  that  we  fhall  now  fpeedily  receive  the 
news  of  victories  and  acquifitions  there;  but  it 
will  be  allowed,  that  the  operations  of  the 
preceeding  campaign  have  laid  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  them,  and  led  the  way  to  them  : 
and  no  man  will  have  the  prefumption  to  fay, 
that  equal  advantages  would  not  have  fol¬ 
lowed,  if  the  command  had  continued  in  the 
fame  hands.  For  my  own  part,  and  I 
am  not  altogether  unacquainted  with  the 
circumftances,  I  think  certainly  they  would: 
and  when  I  recolledt  the  fury  of  applaufe  and 
good  opinion,  which  accompanied  this  no¬ 
bleman  on  his  undertaking  the  fervice  ;  and 
fee  no  ftep  by  which  he  has  juftly  forfeited 
that  good  opinion,  or  deferved  even  the 
lighted:  cenfure,  I  cannot  join  the  multitude 
in  declaiming  my  firft  fentiments :  but  rather 
oity  the  weaknefs  of  human  nature,  and 
blulh  to  fee  men  of  greater  abilities  carried 
with  the  torrent,  and  adopting  opinions  which 
they  could  not  defend. 

It  was  an  article  of  high  importance  in  the 
regulation  of  this  enterprize,  that  a  fleet  of 
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«onfiderable  force  fhould  fail  from  England 
at  fuch  a  feafon  as  to  join  its  influence  in 
the  addon.  The  commander  in  chief  of  the 
forces  knew  very  well  at  what  time  this  fleet 
ought  to  fail  from  England  ;  and  when  it 
might  reafonably  be  expedted  in  America. 
His  lordfhip  computed  the  voyage,  as  ac¬ 
curately  as  fuch  circumftances  will  admit  of 
computations}  for  a  voyage  to  America  is 
always  longer  than  one  from  thence  to  Eng¬ 
land  :  and  allowing  for  this  and  for  the  chance 
of  winds,  he  computed  that  they  might  be 
expedted  the  firft  week  in  June. 

Let  me  demand,  with  that  fair  freedom 
which  becomes  the  truth,  can  any  man  fay 
lord  Loudon  judged  amifs  in  this  refpedt? 
was  it  not  reafonable  that  he  fhould  expedt 
the  fleet  at  that  time }  or  was  it  reafonable 
he  fhould  undertake  without  them  an  enter- 
prize  of  fo  great  moment,  and  in  which  they 
were  deftined  to  have  fo  large  a  fhare. 
Plain  as  the  anfwers  to  thefe  queffions  are, 
the  demand  is  not  the  lefs  neceflary.  What 
I  have  heard  objedted  to  the  condudt  of  this 
nobleman,  has  arifen  either  from  want  of 
knowledge  of  the  moft  plain  fadts ;  or  from 
a  refolution  to  conceal  that  knowledge. 
^  he  anlwer  to  all  the  cavils  is  fo  plain,  a  man 
of  reafon  is  almoft  afhamed  to  make  it :  but 
they  fhould  blufh  who  have  rendered  it  ne¬ 
ceflary. 
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Much  more  might  be  faidj  and  may  be 
it  farther  occafion  calls ;  but,  for  the  fatis- 
faCtion  of  the  difinterefted  publick,  this  will 
be  i’ufficient. 

t 

We  have  feen  the  flate  of  the  enterprize, 
its  dependance  upon  a  fleet  from  England  $ 
and  the  regular  expectation  of  that  reinforce¬ 
ment.  Let  us  review  the.  conduct  of  lord 
Loudon,  even  to  the  minuteft  article ;  for 
what  is  honourable  will  bear  it,  and  be  more 
itfelf,  the  ftriCter  is  the  trial.  It  will  rife 
as  gold  from  the  furnace,  the  more  pure 
and  perfedt  for  thefe  ftriCt  enquiries. 

The  troops  who  had  arrived  in  the  depth 
of  winter,  had  been  recruited  and  refrefhed 
by  three  months  reft  and  food  in  their  quar¬ 
ters  ;  when  the  preparation  was  to  be  begun 
for  the  fervice.  Thefe  quarters  and  this  re- 
frelhment  we  have  fhewn  they  owed  to  lord 
Loudon :  the  people  would  have  left  them 
in  the  itreets  to  perifh.  The  fpirit  and  de¬ 
termined  refolution  with  which,  though  un¬ 
der  the  fofteft  language,  his  lordfhip  had  in¬ 
filled  on  this  point  againft  the  magiltracy  and 
people,  doubtlefs  have  made  him  many  ene¬ 
mies  there;  but  they  ought  to  have  pro¬ 
cured  him  more  friends  here  ;  and  to  have 
endeared  him  for  ever  to  the  army. 

It  was  plain  thofe  people  would  endeavour 
to  mifreprefent  his  actions  j  but  their  fource 
Qt  enmity,  which  continued  not  the  lefs 
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violent  though  concealed,  Ihould  have  been 
always  confidered  here ;  and  their  accounts 
judged  accordingly.  The  tranipons  became 
the  next  coniideration  ;  and  it  was  computed, 
that  about  ninety  would  be  fufficient  for  the 
embarkation.  Timely  care  was  taken  of 
this  :  the  government  was  not  put  to  a  need- 
lefs  expence,  by  keeping  them  in  pay  a  long 
while  before  they  were  wanted  ;  nor  was  the 
preparation  left  to  the  laft  moment.  As 
it  was  pcfllble  the  fleet  from  England  might 
arrive  fooner  than  the  computation,  ninety 
veflels  for  this  fervice  were  ready  by  the 
firft  week  in  May,  and  were  got  together  at 
New-York,  with  orders  to  be  in  readinefs  to 
receive  the  forces.  This  was  the  condud  of 
the  general ;  and  let  me  alk  thofe  who 
would  find  fault  throughout  his  proceed¬ 
ings,  what  in  this  was  wrong,  what  w'as 
ill-judged,  or  what  they  would  with  other- 
wife  ?  ’tis  thus  we  have  defired  them  to 
examine  the  whole  condud  cf  the  enterprize, 
and  thus  we  fhall  defire  they  will  continue 
the  examination.  That  thefe  things  are  true 
as  they  are  here  reprefented,  is  notorious : 
and  how  could  they  have  been  direded 
better  ? 

Lord  Loudon  held  all  things  thus  in  rea¬ 
dinefs  a  fortnight,  waiting  with  that  im¬ 
patience  which  could  not  but  arife  in  the 
breafl:  of  a  commander  who  loved  his  coun- 
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try,  and  had  concerted  meafures  for  render¬ 
ing  her  the  moft  important  fervice,  for  the 
arrival ‘of  the  fleet  from  England. 

Though  toward  the  end  of  May  they  were 
not  arrived;  as  every  day  brought  the  utmofl 
limits  of  the  computation  nearer  and  nearer, 
the  forces  were  in  the  laft  week  of  that 
month  ordered  to  embark. 

This  was  done  with  good  order  and  due 
expedition.  They  arrived  at  Sandyhook  on 
the  firfl  day  of  June  ;  and  on  the  fifth  of  that 
month,  the  time  of  utmofl;  computation  for 
the  arrival  of  the  Englifh  fleet,  lord  Loudon 
alio  embarked,  that  he  might  be  in  readinefs 
to  fail  on  its  arrival. 

Hitherto  let  us  afk  partiality  itfelf,  was 
there  any  fault  in  the  conduit  of  lord 
Loudon,  or  could  there  any  be  pretended 
in  it  ?  is  it  not  evident  that  his  force  was 
ready,  and  himfelf  ready,  to  ait  on  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  fleet  ;  and  would  they  have  had 
him  fail  without  them  ? 

While  the  preparations  were  making  at 
New- A  ork  for  our  troops  embarking,  news 
came  that  the  French  had  a  fquadron  of  fome 
force  cruifing  off  Halifax  :  that  they  were  fix 
flips  of  war,  five  of  them  of  the  line  ;  and 
that  they  were  defined  to  Louilbourg.  The 
intelligence,  which  came  exprefs  from  Boflon, 
was  confirmed  by  the  crews  of  fome  prizes 
which  had  iallen  into  tne  hands  of  the  priva- 
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tccrs  of  New-York;  their  teftimony  relating 
to  the  number  and  force  of  the  (hips  con- 

curring  with  the  account  from  our  own 
people. 

.The  fleet  from  England  eagerly  expedted 
was  not  yet  arrived.  What  was  the  com¬ 
mander  p t  the  land-forces  to  do  ?  could  he 
with  his  tranfports  and  the  fmall  fupport  of 
ihips  of  war  that  attended  them,  proceed 
againfl:  fuch  a  force?  there  is  none  fo  rafh  or 
ignorant  as  to  fay  it. 

Ah  that  could  be  done  was  done :  two 
fhips  of  war  were  lent  out  to  view  the  coaft; 
the  tranfports  remaining  at  anchor. 

I  ne  year  was  now  advanced  toward  the 
latter  end  of  June:  and  the  feafon  of  the 
campaign,  in  which  lb  much  was  to  be 
done,  became  contracted  into  very  narrow 
limits.  Lord  Loudon,  who  had  formed  the 
plan  ;  and  from  his  knowledge  of  all  circum- 
fl  n  es,  nao.  f  ,  great  expectations  from  it, 

•  paffed  the  hours  employed  in  this  neceflary 
itep  in  great  impatience :  at  length  thefe 

fhips  returned  ;  and  had  feen  nothing  of  the 
enemy. 

The  operations  of  the  campaign,  the  hope 
of  advantage  to  England  from  all  this  prepa¬ 
ration,  hung  now  almolt  upon  a  point  of 
time:  a  moment. 

To  fail  was  not  without  hazard ;  but  to 
delay  longer  was  to  give  up  all.  If  fuch  a 
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force  of  the  enemy,  as  had  been  reprefen  ted, 
fhould  have  fallen  in  with  the  tranfports,  the 
event  muft  have  been  dreadful;  but  there 
was  hope  they  might  not,  fince  thefe  fhips 
fent  out  on  purpofe  had  not  feen  them. 

Lord  Loudon,  urged  by  this  profpeCt  of 
fuccefs,  and  by  the  certain  mifchief  of  a 
longer  delay,  failed  on  the  twentieth  of 
June;  and  he  arrived  in  ten  days  at  Hallifax. 

Perfect  in  the  expectation  of  the  Englifh 
fleet’s  coming,  lord  Loudon,  who  had  waited 
hour  by  hour  while  he  lay  at  Sandyhook  for 
its  appearance,  never  doubted,  but  in  the 
time  of  his  failing  from  thence  to  Hallifax  they 
would  arrive  :  but  even  this  thought  was 
vain.  He  made  the  dangerous  voyage  fuc- 
cefsfully ;  but  he  found  no  fleet,  nor  had 
the  leafl:  notice  of  any. 

Delays  in  England,  and  contrary  winds  in 
the  paffage,  kept  admiral  Holbourn  from 
North- America  till  the  fecond  week  in  July. 
I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  accufation 
fairly  to  be  laid  again#  thofe  who  were  ex¬ 
pected  to  prevent  the  delay  at  home;  and  cer¬ 
tainly  the  winds  are  uncontroulable :  but 
whatfoever  prevented  this  fleet  from  arriving 
at  the  expected  time  in  America,  prevented 
alfo  the  fuccefsful  execution  of  the  project. 
The  prefent  fleet  has  failed  under  more  happy 
aufpices :  it  has  reached  the  deftination  more 
than  two  months  earlier  than  that  did  which 

fhould 


f  26  ] 

ihonld  have  fupported  the  operations  of  lord 
Loudon ;  and  as  we  judge  with  reafon  that 
the  delay  of  that  fleet  prevented  our  fuccefs, 
we  may  with  equal  juftice  promife  ourfelves 
that  glory  from  the  prefent  expedition,  which 
it  was  impoffible  to  reap  in  the  other. 

_  Lord  Loudon  found  at  Hallifax  the  de- 
dined  reinforcement  of  {hips  and  men  j  and 
he  landed  his  foldiers,  and  encamped  them 
on  an  advantageous  ground. 

v/  o 

All  this  time  the  eagerly  expe&ed  fleet 
was  abfent.  His  lord lh ip  kept  the  men 
employed  in  clearing  ground  lor  a  parade, 
and  afterwards  in  regularly  exercifing  them 
upon  it,  and  in  making  every  other  prepa¬ 
ration  that  could  be  neceifary  or  ufeful  in  the 
fucceeding  time  of  adiion. 

At  laft  the  fleet  arrived  j  not  in  a  body* 
but  fbip  by  fhip,  as  the  winds  and  feas  per¬ 
mitted.  July  was  wafting  faft  ;  and  every 
motion  required  now  the  mod  prefling  hafte. 
The  firft  ftep  toward  the  attack  of  Louif- 
burg  was  to  learn  the  ftate  of  the  place 
at  that  inftant,  the  force  and  condition  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  feveral  circumftances  which 
might  give  light  into  the  beft  method  of 
attack. 

Vellels  had  from  time  to  time  been  fent 
out  to  this  purpole  ;  and  now  fome  of  the 
beft  failing  ones  in  the  fleet,  with  the  mod 
experienced  pilots  on  board,  were  difpatched 
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with  the  two  great  inftrudtions,  a  careful  ex¬ 
amination,  and  a  quick  return. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  care  lay  in  pre¬ 
paring  the  land  force  for  the  attack.  The 
number  amounted  to  about  eleven  thoufand  ; 
but  a  great  part  of  thefe  were  new  to  the 
profeffion  of  arms,  and  ignorant  of  the 
duty. 

The  firlt  bufinefs  had  been  to  give  them  the 
rudiments  of  their  inftrudtion  on  their  land¬ 
ing  at  Hallifax  ;  and  they  were  now  prac- 
tifed  in  the  methods  of  attack ;  and  accuf- 
tomed  to  the  fmell  of  powder,  by  repeated  re- 
prefentations  of  regular  lieges ;  in  which  every 
incident  that  could  occur  in  adtual  fervice 
was  Ihewn  them ;  and  all  thofe  things  which 
might  have  thrown  them  into  confulion  in 
the  affault,  by  their  novelty,  were  ren¬ 
dered  familiar  by  the  examples,  conducted 
with  the  moft  perfect  regularity  in  thele 
exercifes. 

This  was  the  employment  of  the  land 
force,  while  intelligence  was  fought  by  the 
Ihips :  and  by  this  the  men  were  fo  well 
taught  their  duty,  and  fo  familiar  with  every 
article  in  the  attack  of  an  enemy,  that  per¬ 
haps  from  a  body,  in  great  part  raw  and 
undifciplined,  they  were,  by  the  end  of  that 
Ihort  interval,  fuch  as  it  would  be  difficult  to 
equal  in  many  armies. 
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It  does  not  appear  to  me,  that  a  better 
uie  could  have  been  made  of  the  time  necef- 
larily  employed  in  gaining  intelligence  :  nor 
can  it  appear  to  any,  that  Louifbourg  fhould 
have  been  attacked  before  this  information 
was  obtained.  I  here  is  no  man  fo  loft  to  rea- 

this  *s  by  fome  ftrange  artifice 
and  by  a  more  ftrange  condud  in  the'gene- 
lality,  attributed  to  the  commander  in  ^hief 
a  crime ;  and  he  is  thought  blameable  for  it. 
This  alfo  gave  occafion  to  the  gallant  impa¬ 
tience  of  an  officer  in  high  command  ;  which 
I  yet  think  deferved  applaufe  not  cenfure  • 
much  lefs  the  harfh  fteps  which  a  council  of 

war  thought  proper  to  take  upon  that  oc- 
calion. 

He  who  blames  eagernefs  in  the  troops, 
condemns  what  he  ought  of  all  things  to 
encourage  and  applaud.  The  earned:  valour 
of  the  officers  is  of  the  fame  true  damp 
and  of  the  fame  high  character ;  the  refla¬ 
tions  of  the  fervice  will  always  prevent  its 
going  too  great  a  length,  and  it  is  a  good 
prefage  of  fuccefs  in  adtion. 

.  Thfe  arc  to  wi^  for  the  engagement,  but 
it  is  the  commander  in  chief  who  is  to  de¬ 
termine  when  to  enter  upon  it.  His  valour 
fhould  be  of  another  caff:  and  character 
tempered  with  cool  thought,  and  under  the 
ablolute  controul  of  reafon. 

1  He 
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He  alone  is  to  determine  when  and  in 
what  manner  to  attack  the  enemy  :  his  place 
and  office  give  him  this  authority ;  and  the 
fird  praife  in  thofe  who  are  under  him  in 
command,  is  acquiefcence  in  his  opinions, 
with  unanimity. 

The  repeated  exercifes  and  condant  em¬ 
ployment  of  the  troops  in  thefe  attacks,  had 
raifed  in  them  a  fpirit  of  earned:  defire  to 
enter  on  the  real  fervice ;  and  it  is  no  won¬ 
der  their  officers  breath’d  the  fame  generous 
ardour.  I  think  it  may  be  faid  within  the 
bounds  of  moded  truth,  that  no  man  in  the 
army  defired  the  opportunity  of  entering  up¬ 
on  adtion  more  earnedly  than  lord  Loudon  ; 
but  in  him  it  was  a  defire  tempered  with  a 
thoufand  cautions.  The  lives  of  the  men, 
the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprize,  the  glory  of  his 
country,  and  her  immediate  and  mod  impor¬ 
tant  intereds,  depended  folely  upon  him  :  he 
mud  anfwer  it  to  God  and  to  his  country,  if 
all  was  not  conducted  rightly,  and  the  lead 
overfight  of  his  might  cod  the  lives  of  the 
men,  and  the  very  hope  of  the  caule. 

For  thefe  reafons  he  earnedly  fought  the 
neceflary  intelligence  ;  and  certainly  the  ma¬ 
nagement  and  employment  of  the  force 
while  he  waited  for  it,  (however  fome  men, 
in  whofe  minds  raillery  takes  the  place  of 
reafon,  may  have  reprefented  it)  was  the 

mod 
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moft  rational  that  could  have  been  de- 
vifed. 

The  foldiers  thought  fo ;  and  they  found 
the  effects  of  it  in  fuch  an  improvement,  as 
was  never  made  in  a  like  body  of  troops  in 
equal  time:  the  people  alfo  thought  it  who 
were  on  the  fpot.  It  was  an  a£t  of  which  every 
man  could  judge ;  and  all  voices  were  una— 
nimous  in  approving  it. 

If  it  could  be  charged  upon  lord  Loudon 
that  he  protradted  the  time  of  waiting  for 
this  intelligence,  and  that  he  had  omitted  fuch 
means  of  it  as  were  before  in  his  power, 
there  would  be  juft  ground  for  this  cenfure  : 
but  it  is  notorious  that  was  not  the  cafe. 
Our  attempts  for  intelligence  were  unhappily 
delayed  and  difappointed  j  but  thefe  mif- 
chances  in  the  execution  cannot  lay  blame 
upon  the  commander  who  gave  the  orders. 
This  and  this  only  is  the  queftion  with  re¬ 
lation  to  his  lordfhip;  did  he  or  did  he  not 
difpatch  veflels  at  proper  times,  and  with 
proper  inftrudfions  on  this  important  fervice  ? 
It  is  moft  evident  that  he  did  :  and  this  was 
all  he  could  do.  We  can  no  more  charge  upon 
lord  Loudon  the  ill  luck  of  thofe  he  fent  out 
for  this  purpofe,  than  the  delay  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  fleet. 

It  is  certain  that  fuch  a  fleet,  the  force 
and  deftination  of  which  were  fettled  fo 

long 
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long  before,  might  have  arrived  in  North 
America  at  a  much  earlier  period  ;  and  in 
that  cafe  the  time  neccflary  for  gaining  intel¬ 
ligence  would  not  have  fwallo  wed  up  the  fea- 
fon  fit  for  aftion  ;  but  it  is  not  lord  Lou¬ 
don’s  fault  the  fleet  from  England  came  fo 
much  too  late.  He  could  do  no  more  than 
get  in  readinefs  to  act  with  it  when  it  fhould 
arrive;  and  he  was  in  that  readinefs.  The 
tune  of  gaining  intelligence  between  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  fleet,  and  the  entering  upon 
action,  muft  be  allowed  as  a  neceftary  pe¬ 
riod  of  delay,  by  all  who  weigh  the  action. 
This  could  not  be  retrenched  by  lord  Lou¬ 
don  ;  the  only  queftion,  which  can  regard 
his  lordfhip’s  conduit  is,  whether  he  pro¬ 
longed  it.  Let  this  be  examined  ftrictly,  for 
it  will  be  to  his  advantage  every  article  fhould 
be  fo  ferutinized;  but  let  us  fet  out  juflly. 
The  time  was  prolonged  beyond  all  expecta¬ 
tion  ;  but  lord  Loudon  no  more  prolonged 
it,  than  he  delayed  the  fleet. 

It  is  allowed,  intelligence  was  neceflury 
from  time  to  time,  and  mod  eflential  of  all 
before  the  entering  upon  action.  Lord  Lou¬ 
don  had  from  time  to  time  fought  and  ob¬ 
tained  it,  and  juft  before  the  engaging  in  the 
fervice,  he  difpatched  fwift  failing  veileis, 
and  good  pilots  to  obtain  it,  and  to  make  a 
fpeedy  return.  Some  time  muft:  elapfe  in 
this  employment ;  and  during  this  time, 

his 
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his  lordfhip  exercifed  and  accuftomed  the 
forces  to  the  intended  fervice.  This  was 
not  cenfured  :  far  otherwife;  it  was  applaud¬ 
ed.  But  the  time  of  waiting  was  protracted, 
and  when  the  intelligence  was  flow,  he 
was  cenfured  as  if  he  had  been  the  caufe  ; 
and  the  employment  of  the  troops  in  mock 
fights  and  counterfeit  attacks  was  condem¬ 
ned  and  ridiculed  even  by  thofe  who  had 
before  applauded  it.  So  light  is  human 
nature. 

If  this  employment  of  the  foldiers  was 
reafonable  at  firft ;  it  could  not  be  ri¬ 
diculous  afterwards  :  if  it  was  once  right; 
it  could  not  become  wrong,  unlefs  by  wafting 
ufeful  time  upon  it.  But  the  time  could  not 
be  ufeful  till  the  intelligence  arrived ;  and 
the  cenfure  was  therefore  moft  unfair.  The 
commander  in  chief  ordered  thefe  exercifes 
for  the  inftruCtion  and  improvement  of  the 
foldiery,  in  a  time  of  inaCtion  :  this  in¬ 
action  was  neceftary,  while  the  intelligence 
was  fought,  and  it  could  not  but  continue 
till  the  intelligence  arrived.  There  could 
be  no  better  or  more  ufeful  employment  of 
the  foldiers  during  that  period,  and  it  was 
not  continued  any  longer. 

One  almoft  blu  flies  to  ftate  propofitions 
which  are  in  themfelves  fo  clear,  fo  largely, 
but  there  is  no  other  way  to  combat 
the  popular  clamour.  They  who  have 
been  fo  raih  as  to  cenfure  this  commander, 

either 
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either  do  not  underftand  thefe  things,  tho’ 1 
they  are  fo  plain  j  or  they  affedt  not  to  fee 
them  dearly.  It  is  necelTary  therefore  to 
Hate  them  as  they  are  ;  either  to  convince 
thofe  perfons,  or  to  (hew  the  publick  that 
they  adt  againft  convidtion. 

With  regard  to  the  delay  itfelf,  now  let 
the  impartial  hear  the  realons.  The  very 
day  the  commander  in  chief  came  to  Hal¬ 
ifax,  the  mod:  experienced  pilot  of  the 
place,  captain  Goram,  was  (ingled  out  for 
the  important  fervice  of  gaining  intelligence 
of  the  enemy’s  ftrength  and  condition.  His 
orders  were  exprefs,  and  they  implied  dili¬ 
gent  enquiry,  and  a  quick  return.  He  found 
in  the  harbour  of  Louilbourg  fourteen  (hips 
of  war ;  ten  of  the  line,  the  others  fri¬ 
gates  :  this  was  the  condition  of  the  enemy 
before  the  arrival  of  the  Britifh  fleet :  and  I 
fuppofe  the  moll  fevere  accufer  of  this 
general’s  condudt  will  allow,  all  that  he 
could  do  was  to  gain  intelligence  of  it.  There 
is  none  who  would  have  had  him  enter  on 
the  attack  againff  this  force,  and  without  the 
fleet. 

The  time  of  waiting  for  the  Englifh 
fhips  was  fo  confiderable,  that  great  altera¬ 
tions  in  the  Hate  of  the  enemy’s  affairs  might 
have  been  made  in  that  period:  therefore  frefh 
knowledge  of  their  ftrength  was  afterwards 
neceffary.  Captain  Rous  was  then  fcnt  out 
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in  the  Succefs,  and  two  veffels  of  lefs  force, 
with  one  of  the  tranfports,  the  beft  faiior 
among  them.  Intelligence  from  this  fource 
was  of  the  higheft  importance,  and  the  de¬ 
sign  was  excellent  for  obtaining  it.  The 
tranfport  was  to  be  fent  as  clofe  into  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour  as  poffible,  that  the 
b  rench  might  take  her  for  a  prize :  this 
would  naturally  have  brought  out  a  pilot, 
and  they  were  to  have  come  back  with  him, 
to  the  general  and  commander  of  the  fleet. 

If  this  failed,  and  he  fhould  be  chafed  by 
the  Grips  of  war,  the  orders  were  for  the 
fnips  in  the  offing  to  get  between  the  enemy 
and  land,  and  take  up  any  veffel  they  fhould 
fee,  that  the  people  might  be  examined  for 
the  neceffary  intelligence. 

The  commander  in  chief  can  have  no 
more  to  anfwer  for,  than  this  plan  of  fer- 
vice,  and  thefe  orders.  We  know  the  plan 
was  not  executed,  and  the  orders  were  not 
punctually  followed;  but  this  lies  not  at  his 
door:  nor  indeed  at  any  man’s.  There 
fecmed  a  better  opportunity  of  intelligence 
to  offer,  and  the  purfuit  of  that  prevented 
the  other.  All  that  regards  lord  Loudon,  is 
the  propriety  of  this  defign  for  gaining  it ; 
and  that  we  may  prefume  none  will  at¬ 
tempt  to  blame ;  it  is  certain  none  there 
filarncd  it;  and  they  were  better  judges  than 
any  can  be  here. 
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,  That  the  Commander  in  chief  was  fully 
determined  to  attack  the  French,  upon  the 
ftate  of  evidence  firft  brought  in  by  captain 
Goram,  none  pretend  to  doubt,  nor  can  it  be 
faid  that  any  neceffary  or  proper  meafure 
tending  to  that  purpofe  was  omitted.  The 
arrival  of  the  fleet  was  to  give  the  means  of 
the  attack ;  and  all  that  could  be  done  now; 
was  to  have  every  thing  in  readinefs. 

After  this  all  was  conducted  in  the  fame 
manner :  and  the  laft.  day  of  July  all  the 
tranfports  were  order’d  in  divifions  to  the  weft 
fliore,  and  to  have  the  boats  ready  for  re¬ 
ceiving  the  troops ;  a  proper  number  of  men 
draughted  from  the  Hallifax  regiments 
were  lent  on  board  the  men  of  wrar ;  and 
the  whole  force  had  orders  to  be  ready  for 
embarking  at  an  hour’s  notice.  The  next  day 
all  the  troops  were  embarked,  councils  were 
held  for  the  immediate  conduCt  of  the  en¬ 
terprise,  and  a  Hoop  of  war  was  dif~ 
patched  to  England  with  intelligence  of 
all  that  had  palfed. 

The  Succefs,  whofe  captain  had  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  fhips  fent  out  for  intelligence 
a  full  fortnight  before,  thought  he  had  fallen 
in  with  readier  means  than  thofe  contrived 
for  this  purpofe  :  two  veffels  came  in  fight 
as  he  failed  toward  Louifbourg,  which  by  all 
marks  and  characters  appeared  to  be  a  pri¬ 
vateer  fehooner  of  the  enemy,  with  a  fri- 
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gate  of  Louifbourg.  The  captain  put  him- 
lelf  in  fuch  pofition,  that  they  could  not 
Icape  him ;  and  while  he  purfued  them, 
difpatched  the  tranfport  back  to  acquaint  the 
governor  what  fortune  had  thrown  into  his 
way. 

When  he  came  up  with  thefe  vefiels,  his 
hopes  of  information  van  idled  :  he  had 
the  misfortune  to  find,  that  all  his  zeal  and 
earnednefs  for  the  fervice  had  only  ferved  to 
lead  him  into  an  error.  The  vedcls  were  an 
Englifh  privateer  with  a  prize. 

What  added  to  this  ill  fortune  was,  that 
the  tranfport  being  gone,  it  was  impofiiblc  for 
him  to  execute  the  firft  intended  plan.  He 
fought  by  every  means  to  repair  the  mif- 
chance,  and  fucceeded  fo  far,  as  to  take  a 
filling  veiTel  newly  come  from  Louifbourg, 
which  he  carried  into  Hallifax. 

The  intelligence  thefe  people  gave, 
drengthned  the  refolution  of  immediately  at¬ 
tacking  the  place,  and  gave  that  fpirit  and 
eager  expectation  to  the  forces  which  rife 
from  certainty  of  fuccefs.  They  confirmed 
in  every  indance  the  truth  of  captain  Go- 
rom’s  fird  account,  as  to  the  date  of  things 
at  the  time  when  he  gave  it  ;  and  they  re- 
prefented  them  in  a  yet  fairer  light  for  our 
enterprife  at  prefent.  The  account  the  peo¬ 
ple  obtained  from  this  intelligence  was,  that 
of  the  fourteen  fillips  of  war  feen  there  by 
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captain  Goram,  one  half  were  fent  to  Ca¬ 
nada  :  the  enemy  not  having  penetrated  into 
the  lecret  of  our  purpofes,  nor  knowing 
where  we  deftined  the  attack.  The  gatrifon 
of  Louifbourg,  they  added,  was  not  more 

than  three  thoufand  men. 

All  now  confpired  to  animate  and  encou- 
rage  the  troops ;  and  every  meafure  was 
taken  for  the  immediate  execution  of  the 
great  defign  :  the  forces  were  embarked,  the 
veflels  ready,  and  Gaberon  bay  near  the 
harbour  of  Louifbourg  was  appointed  as  the 
rendezvous  in  cafe  of  feparation. 

I  fuppofe  it  will  be  allowed,  that  the 
attacking  or  not  attacking  Louifbourg  muft 
have  been  in  reafon  determined  by  the  force 
there  :  what  our  own  ftrength  was  we  per¬ 
fectly  know ;  and  upon  the  intelligence  novsn 
ftated,  there  was  fair  reafon  to  promife  our-* 
felves  fuccefs.  Under  thefe  circumftances  the 
attack  was  refolved  3  and  under  thefe  it  would 
have  been  executed  :  but  other  intelligence 
arrived  the  next  day  but  one  ;  and  neceffarily 
occasioned  other  meafures. 

Captain  Goram,  fent  out  a  fecond  time,  was 
not  yet  returned  ;  and  early,  on  the  fourth 
of  Auguft,  a  French  prize  was  brought  in  : 
fhe  had  been  fent  from  Louifbourg,  and  was 
bound  to  France  3  her  bufinefs  was  to  carry 
intelligence,  and  fhe  was  taken,  with  her 
papers. 

D  3  Thefe 
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Thefe  gave  a  certain  and  a  true  account : 
a  fpy  might  be  deceived  ;  but  thofe  who 
wrote  home  an  account  of  the  ftate  and 
ftrength  of  the  place  muff  know  it.  This 
was  certain  intelligence,  the  reft  was  con¬ 
jecture.  By  this  it  appeared,  that  there 
were  then  in  the  harbour  of  Louifbourg 
twenty-nine  fhips  of  war,  feventeeq  of  them 
of  the  line,  the  reft  frigates ;  and  that  the 
forces  amounted  to  four  thoufand  regulars, 
belide  the  garrifon  of  three  thoufand  be¬ 
fore-mentioned. 

This  changed  the  face  of  affairs  abfolutely, 
and,  with  it,  changed  the  meafures  of  the 
commander.  As  certain  as  it  had  been  that 
we  might  attempt  Louifbourg  with  great 
hopes  of  fuccefs,  according  to  the  former 
accounts ;  fo  plain  it  was  that  we  now 
could  not. 

The  ftrength  of  the  enemy  rendered  the 
taking  of  the  place  impracticable  ;  and  the 
general  has  been  blamed,  who  therefore  de¬ 
clined  the  undertaking. 

This  is  the  fair,  and  this  the  true  ftate  of 
the  noble  commander’s  conduCt:  and  this  will, 
with  the  impartial,  fet  afide  all  cenfure.  If 
we  may  credit  the  accounts  fince  that  time, 
this  ftate  of  the  place  contained  in  the  French 
papers  muft  have  been  true,  and  in  that  cafe 
it  would  have  been  ralhnefs  unbecoming  a 

gene- 


C  39  J 

general,  and  unjuftifiable  in  the  'highefl  de¬ 
gree,  to  have  made  the  attempt. 

It  appears  that  lord  Loudon,  from  this  and 
other  concurrent  teftimonies,  found  the  place 
too  well  fupported  to  be  attacked  with  his 
force ;  and  he  therefore  gave  up  the  defign 
for  that  year  :  leaving  the  glory  of  this  im¬ 
portant  conqueft  to  fome  fucceeding  and 
more  favourable  opportunity.  He  took  back 
the  forces  j  diftributed  them  in  advantageous 
ftations  j  and  was  preparing  for  other  enter- 
prizes,  when  it  pleafed  the  government  to 
give  the  command  to  another. 

Theie  are  the  fadls  relating  to  that  under¬ 
taking  :  they  are  plain,  certain,  and  noto¬ 
rious  :  there  is  nothing  new  to  the  reader  in 
this  date  of  them,  for  thofe  who  have  before 
from  time  to  time  recorded  them,  have  done 
it  juftly.  From  thefe  the  arguments  are  eafy, 
and  the  conclufion  is  certain ;  that  lord  Lou¬ 
don  has  adted  according  to  the  power  en- 
trufted  to  him,  like  a  brave  and  wife  man : 
and  that  the  ftate  of  things  determined  him 
to  defer  that  enterprize,  in  which  there  is  no 
profpedt  he  could  have  fucceeded ;  to  times 
in  which  it  may  perhaps  be  accomplifhed  by 
another.  Thcugh  whenever  it  is  done,  thsr 
publick  will  find,  that  even  with  more  force, 
and  more  advantages,  the  flruggle  will  be 
delperate. 

D  4  If 
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If  we  would  learn  how  ill  reports  firfi 
rofe  concerning  the  commander  j  and  why  a 
man  almod  adored  one  year,  became  the 
objedt  of  unfair  cenfure  in  another,  the 
caufe  is  eafy  ;  and  they  know  little  of  hu¬ 
man  nature  who  cannot  trace  it,  without  our 
affidance.  Our  opinion  of  men  and  addons 
in  that  remote  part  of  the  world,  cannot  but 
be  influenced  greatly  by  the  fentiments  of 
thofe  upon  the  fpot ;  whom  we  fuppofe  to 
have  more  opportunities  of  knowing,  and 
whofe  tedimony  we  are  too  apt  to  receive, 
without  confidering  the  influence  of  their 

opinions  of  people  in  England  con¬ 
cerning  lord  Loudon  have  been  greatly  in¬ 
fluenced  by  thofe  of  the  inhabitants  of  New 
York  :  perhaps  it  may  be  fair  to  fay,  they 
have  been  derived  abfolutely  from  them. 

Thofe  people,  like  ourfelves,  fet  out  with 
a  high  opinion  of  this  nobleman  j  and  it  is 
a  point  of  importance  to  confider  how  they 
came  to  change  it.  If  he  would  have  been 
diredted  by  their  intereded  views,  or  would 
have  preferred  their  convenience  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  date,  he  would  have  had  their 
fuffrages  to  this  day.  We  ought,  indead  of 
adopting  their  unfair  fuggedions,  to  honour 
him  for  the  caufes  of  their  didade. 

If  lord  Loudon  would  have  left  his  fol- 
diers  without  quarters,  thefe  people  would 

have 
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have  been  fatisfied  :  if  he  would  have  left  all 
means  open  to  the  intelligence  of  the  enemy, 
they  would  have  made  no  complaints. 

It  is  certain  by  the  account  of  the  people 
in  the  vefiel  taken  by  the  Succefs,  that  they 
did  not  know  the  deftination  of  our  forces, 
and  that  great  point,  the  divifion  of  their  force, 
had  been  gained  by  it.  This  was  a  confe^- 
quence  of  the  embargo :  and  it  was  fuch  as 
promifed  the  mo  ft  certain  fuccefs  to  our  en¬ 
terprise,  if  the  fleet  from  England  had  arrived 
at  that  time,  to  have  joined  in  the  execution. 
That  fleet  was  delayed  ;  and  it  appears  by 
the  intelligence  obtained  from  the  other  prize, 
that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  French  had  en- 
creafed  their  feven  fhips  to  nine  and  twenty. 
That  which  was  practicable  againft:  the  fmal- 
ler  force,  was  impoffible  to  be  performed  in 
oppofition  to  the  larger;  and  the  attack  of 
Louifbourg  which  might  have  been  made  at 
the  firft  favourable  time,  was  poftponed  by 
the  delay  of  our  fleet  10  a  period  when  it  was 
impracticable.  I  accuie  no  perfon  :  but  this 
accident  was  the  caufe,  and  this  fingle  circum- 
ftance  was  the  reafon,  we  did  not  attack 
Louifbourg  at  a  time  when  probably  we 
might  have  taken  it. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  people  of  our  co* 
ionies,  difgufted  at  the  high  hand  with  which 
lord  Loudon  had  neceftai  ily  carried  the  affair 
of  quartering  the  troops  and  the  embargo. 
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fought  all  occafions  of  mifreprefenting  his 
lordfhip’s  conduit :  accidents  in  which  he 
lisd  no  concern  were  in  their  confequences 
attributed  to  him,  as  if  he  had  caufed  them ; 
and  every  meafure  that  falfehood,  within  the 
reach  of  their  low  cunning,  could  adopt, 

were  ufed,  to  perplex  and  difturb  his  lord- 
fhip’  s  councils.  ;  '  '  T 

When  they  were  tired  with  the  novelty 
of  the  exercile  of  the  foldiers,  they  began  to 
complain  that  it  was  delaying  bufinefs,  and 
wafting  ufeful  time  }  though  they  at  the  fame 
time  knew  the  delay  was  the  not  arriving  of 
the  expedted  intelligence,  and  this  was  only 
an  employment  of  the  foldiers  till  it  came. 

They  firft  bred  thofe  difaffedtions  in  the 
officers,  of  which  they  afterwards  blamed  the 
confequences ;  and  they  even  attempted  to  fet 
a  fide  the  evidence  of  that  force  in  Louif- 
bourg,  which  rendered  the  attack  imprac¬ 
ticable,  by  a  falfhood  as  infolen't  in  the  con¬ 
trivance,  as  it  was  eafy  of  defedtion. 

The  ftate  of  the  place  and  flrength  of  the 
enemy,  on  the  knowledge  of  which  the  enter- 
prize  was  fufpended,  were  given  by  the  French 
officers  themfelves,  and  intended  for  their 
fovereign.  The  account,  on  the  ftrength  of 
which  they  have  endeavoured  to  invalidate  it, 
was  what  they  called  the  teftimony  of  captain 
Goram.  They  were  cunning  to  fix  upon  this 
name,  for  it  had  credit ;  and  they  were  bold 
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to  ufe  it :  they  had  no  right  to  his  name, 
when  they  annexed  it  to  their  fcandalous 
fidlion. 

’Tis  certain  captain  Goram  was  fent  out  a 
fecond  time,  and  that  he  returned  with  a  fe- 
cond  account  of  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy. 
But  what  that  account  was,  they  never  knew 
or  heard :  they  gave  out  in  the  place  of  it, 
fuch  an  account  as  might  beft  fuit  their  own 
bad  purpofes  ;  and  they  produced  for  this  the 
authority  of  a  Jew,  who  declared  he  had 
received  it  from  captain  Goram  at  midnight,' 
or  before  day  break,  the  day  fucceeding  his 
arrival. 

This  ftory  was  their  own,  and  they  could 
give  it  whatever  circumftances  would  beft 
fuit  their  purpofe.  They  varied  nothing 
from  that  ftate  of  the  enemy’s  force,  which 
let  it  at  the  loweft ;  the  Jew  declared  the 
French  had  only  five  fhips  of  the  line  and 
two  frigates ;  and  that  captain  Goram  gave 
him  that  account. 

In  the  evening  of  the  feventh  of  Auguft, 
captain  Goram  came  in  from  his  expedition, 
and  the  Jew  affirmed,  that  he  had  come  on 
lhore'  during  the  night ;  as  it  ffiould  feem  to 
tell  him  this  news,  for  there  does  not  appear 
any  other  bufinefs  that  could  bring  him 
thither,  and  that  having  told  him  this  he 
returned. 

Added  to  the  improbability  of  this  ftory, 

there 
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there  was  proved  in  it  abfolute  fallhood.  It  was 
not  likely  that  captain  Goram,  when  he  had 
been  fent  on  an  enterprize  of  fecrecy  and  im¬ 
portance,  fliould  come  on  fhore  to  tell  what 
he  had  feen  to  a  poor  Jew,  before  he  gave 
an  account  of  it  to  thofe  who  employed 
him ;  nor  is  it  any  more  probable,  that  what 
he  faw  fhould  contradict  what  the  French 
officers  themfelves  had  juft  wrote  home  to 
their  fovereign. 

Captain  Goram  declared  the  whole  an  ut¬ 
ter  falfity.  He  allured  all  who  afked  him, 
that  he  never  came  on  fhore  that  night ;  nor 
then  or  at  any  other  time  had  fpoke  with 
the  Jew  upon  that  fubjedt. 

This  was  a  convidtion  there  was  no 
withftanding;  the  ftory  was  given  up  there, 
though  it  has  been  revived  in  England. 
The  Jew  was  imprifoned  as  an  impoftor, 
but  foon  after'  difcharged  without  punifh- 
ment :  the  commander,  whofe  reputation 
was  intended  to  be  hurt  by  this  poor  contri¬ 
vance,  being  very  much  above  fuch  mean  re- 
fentments.  He  confidered  the  fellow  as  he 
was,  the  tool  of  a  fet  of  defigning  men, 
whom  as  he  would  not  have  condefcended  to 
punifh  in  their  own  perfons,  much  lefts 
would  he  regard  this  miferable  inftrument  of 
their  bafenefs.  What  account  captain  Go¬ 
ram  really  brought  can  be  no  fecret ;  if  lord 
Loudon  be  fuppofed  a  perfon  interefted  in 
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the  event,  it  may  be  known  from  admiral 
Holbourn. 

Thefe  are  the  proper  fources  of  intel¬ 
ligence  ;  and  it  is  upon  thefe  and  no  other, 
we  fhould  found  our  good  or  bad  opinion, 
our  cenfure  or  applaufe  of  diftinguifhed  per- 
fons.  There  is  great  merit  in  the  aflion, 
when  men  of  rank  and  affluence  expofe  them- 
felves  to  the  dangers  and  fatigues  of  war  for 
the  publick  benefit ;  and  we  ought  to  look 
on  thofe  who  do  it  with  a  high  refpedt.  No 
rank  or  influence  fhould  fcreen  the  guilty 
from  infamy  or  punifhment ;  but  it  becomes 
the  publick  to  be  very  fure  of  faffs  before 
they  form  injurious  fufpicions.  If  it  become 
a  praftice  to  indulge  this  difingenuous  and 
indecent  conduft  of  railing  without  caufe, 
at  all  who  do  not  fucceed,  we  {hall  difgufl 
thofe  who  are  fit  for  high  employments  j  and 
no  man  will  undertake  the  fervice,  but  he 
who  fets  no  value  on  his  reputation. 
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